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Introduction 
There is no longer in dispute that 

education is the vehicle for societal 
development. Any society that strives to 
catch up with global trends in 
advancement, in all spheres of her life, 
must have to accommodate and 
institutionalize a very effective and  
dynamic means of transmitting knowledge 
from one generation to another. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The challenges in education, 
especially in this 21st century where 
advancement in Information and 
Communication Technology (ICT) has 
turned the world into a global village, even 
calls for periodic reform and quality 
innovations to effectively drive the sector. 
Interestingly, several initiatives of  
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be revered and practitioners earn their due creative dividends, 
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Government and other agencies like the 
MDGs, Vision 2020 and most recently, the 
Seven Point Agenda of President Umaru 
Yar’Adua. Recognize this fact and create 
opening for innovations. 

However, these innovations and 
reforms must be seen to be working with 
full application of best practices in various 
sectors of the economy by the experts 
themselves. As this is the only way 
reforms and innovations would have 
meaning to the educational sector and the 
society at large. Thus, professionals in 
visual communication sector should take 
up the challenges of reforming and 
bringing to its practice, innovation that will 
enhance their profession. This can be 
achieved through institutionalization of a 
regulatory body for the profession. 

The issue of ethical violation and 
non existence of regulatory body in the 
practice of visual communication in our 
emerging economy is one that cannot be 
readily glossed over. Generally, standard 
and best practices constitute pivotal 
features for any respectable professional 
practitioner, be it in public or private 
practice. The visual communication 
industry in Nigeria, especially the graphics 
designers, some have obviously been 
perverted in their functions and practices 
nowadays. And there seemed not be a clear 
regulatory body with the responsibility of 
maintaining standard and wielding hammer 
on erring practitioners that fall short of 
expected ethical standard in the profession. 
This  in turn has reduced or frustrated the 
intellectual and creative ability of a graphic 
artist in Nigeria and live it at the mercy of 
unprofessional and the so called General 

Contractors that have taken over the 
direction and practice of the profession. 

 On the other hand, ethics generally 
refers to those principles and code of 
behaviours that guide the conduct of any 
profession. Elumilade, Oladoyin and 
Mayowa (2005), added that the term 
usually carries along moral values, 
normative judgments and moral 
obligations. They also continued that at 
any rate, every profession possesses its 
own ethics. However, there are some 
commonalities in professional ethics. 
These ethics that are common derive from 
the general expectations of the public from 
either a public officer or a private 
professional practitioner. 

Consequently, the issue of ethics 
usually goes along with allocation of value 
judgment such as good or bad; right or 
wrong. Every professional strives to keep 
to the guiding ethics of his/her profession 
that can ensure order and standard. For this 
and other related reasons that will unfold 
in the course of this, it is imperative to 
have a clear conception of the focus and 
terms employed within this study. 
 
The Graphic Artist 
 According to Avae (1990), 
graphics means something related to 
writing, drawing and painting. It could also 
be regarded as those drawing or 
illustrations meant for reproduction either 
by autographic or mechanical methods. 
Miller (1971), viewed graphic designer as 
a means of communication between one 
human and another using visuals such as 
text and images. Therefore, graphic design 
is engaged in advertisement, it then relies 
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on the assistance of lettering to produce 
written materials for its advertisement 
functions. Hence, the central point here is 
that a graphic artist is that creative mind 
that is engaged in the manipulation of 
letter and symbols for meaningful and 
eventful communication. These includes 
printed matter like; brochures, press 
advertisements, catalogues, books, 
newspapers, magazines, product design 
(packaging), posters etc. while audio-
visual programme include; television, 
radio and computer aided packages. The 
whole world is now becoming 
industrialized. This implies mass 
production and mass distribution to a very 
high degree. The need now arises that 
system of visual art should be developed 
and employed as a means of 
communication to aid industrial and 
marketing operations. The language to be 
employed by this system should be such 
that can be understood by every member of 
the society. For example, what the illiterate 
members of the society can not read in text 
form, they can understand in pictorial 
form. 
 Though other branches of visual 
art constitute a language, their forms of 
expression and communication are 
different. They are limited in scope, at 
times limited to the artist alone. Therefore, 
the need for a professional graphic 
designer who is trained to developed a 
system which is more socially and 
psychologically based that can cope with 
the problems of communicating with the 
society effectively. 
 Therefore, the main purpose of a 
graphic designer is that, it is the single 

prominent aspect of the social functions of 
visual art devoted to communication and 
provision of information which  most carry 
certain elements and principles. As 
according to Egunlea (1985), these 
elements include written materials 
otherwise know as text pictorial materials 
and certain developed and accepted 
symbols. While the ability to get the 
message across to every sector of the 
public, there must be certain principles to 
be considered and adopted which include; 
legibility of written materials, clarity of 
both written and pictorial materials, brevity 
of the message and of course suitability of 
materials to be used. 
 In this regard however, the skills 
does not just project the artist or the 
profession, rather, it exposes him to 
commercial purposes that make or mar a 
particular product that would in turn affect 
the society positively or negatively, hence 
the need for a clearly instituted regulatory 
body charged with the responsibilities of 
enforcing ethical standard within the 
profession. But for the purpose of this 
study, the interest is primarily on printed 
matter. 
 
Profession and Ethics 
 The Longman Dictionary of 
Contemporary English defined profession 
as a form of employment that is respected 
in society as honorable and is possible only 
for an educated person after training in 
some special branch or area of knowledge. 
While Oxford Mini reference Dictionary, 
simply put, it as an occupation requiring 
advanced learning. Drawing from these 
views, one can clearly see profession that it 
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entails sparing time, energy and of course 
money to condition once mind and 
behaviour in acquiring a specialized 
knowledge that satisfied once curiosity in 
life. 
 But for one be tagged a 
professional, a display of skillfulness, 
orderliness and conscientiousness in 
approach to achieving a responsibilities is 
required and above all, an attestation in 
form of certificate, not by the individual 
but by another equally experienced and 
qualified person or recognized institution 
is needed, this include both practical and 
theoretical experiences. 
 In other professional areas like 
Medicine, Law, Engineering, Accounting, 
Architecture to mention but few, it is 
mandatory that one must pass through the 
formal university education and 
professional training before he or she is 
certificated to practice. This helps to 
minimize quacks, sustain standard and 
most importantly brings honor and dignity 
to the profession. In Law for instance, no 
matter how highly intelligent, proficiency 
and logical an individual maybe in 
argument and presentation, he or she 
cannot be called a Lawyer in a competent 
court of law. 
 This was made possible and 
demystified by the professional body, the 
Bar Association. Also, in Accounting, once 
proficiency in the art and science of 
accountancy and accuracy in financial 
statement preparation does not make one 
an accountant. According to Elumilade, 
(1997), in Nigeria context, an Accountant 
is somebody who is a member of a 
recognized Accounting group e.g. a 

member of the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of Nigeria (ICAN) or that of 
Association of National Accountants of 
Nigeria (ANAN). This fate did not come 
with accounting rather, it was rationalized 
and enforced by the professionals 
themselves just to maintain integrity and 
standard within the body. All these 
professional bodies though., maintained 
peculiarities in their own respect but is 
bounded with an umbrella ethics. 
 This is where professional artist 
generally and graphic designer in 
particular fall short of expectation. 
Though, some art scholars view art as 
doing something by an individual in his 
own best possible way or the outward 
expression of our inner impressions, which 
in their view may translate to mean 
possessing only creative talents without 
necessarily rational substances. The natural 
instinctness of art those not in any way 
portray it as comers affairs, after all, 
emerging realities in our society today has 
proven that it goes beyond that. 
 In reviewing this case, the paper 
agree with Talabi (1979), where he opined 
that art is the creation or reproduction of 
ideas, thought and imagination into visual 
and practical reality from shambles and 
chaos. And added that this most involves 
creation of a specific order, rhythm, 
balance and proportion. This aspect of 
knowledge can only be brought about in a 
formal setting which of course, is fully 
acknowledged by our educational 
curriculum planners and enshrined in our 
National Policy on Education as amended.  
This should have served as an interesting 
impetus for professional artist under the 
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umbrella of Society of Nigeria Artist 
(SNA)  to streamline the practice with a 
clear cut ethics, and draw a distinction 
between professionals and un-
professionals. If there is any effort by SNA 
towards this direction since inception, 
definitely the effect has not been felt by 
members. Infact, the special uniqueness of 
art would have made it more professional 
then any other profession especially, the 
graphic designer whose area is to 
manipulate text, colour and symbols for 
public information communication through 
advertisement of various forms. However, 
it is interesting to note here  that no 
professional body(s) that has not suffered 
from pre-foundation problems and 
infiltration of quacks, but they have always 
emerged dignified and strengthened to the 
extent its code of conduct becomes laws 
for even non members. 
 Consequently, the inability of 
Society of Nigeria Artist to metamorphose 
to a regulatory body has opened an 
opportunities for off-shot organization like 
Advertisement Practitioners Council of 
Nigeria (APCON) to direct the fortune of a 
graphic artist. The big question now comes 
what went wrong? It is the absence of a 
graphic artist or conduct of its practice. 
This question definitely is what ethics and 
professionalism proffer in an organized 
body. 
 
Ethics for Professional Graphic 
Designer 
       Longman Dictionary of Contemporary 
English, sees ethics as a system of moral 
behavior, while Oxford Mini-reference 
Dictionary defined ethics as moral 

principle or moral philosophy. These in 
this sense imply to those professional code 
of conducts a practitioner most adhere with 
to protect the standard of his or her 
profession. This code of conduct most 
include and not limited to Truthfulness, 
Fairness, Professional Independence and 
Strict Confidentiality. In art, a professional 
graphics artist most strive to adhere to 
these code of conduct since they are 
universally accepted norms to put the 
practice in its proper position. 
 
Truth: In the practice of a professional 
graphic artist, truth must be his watchword. 
In his course of business transaction, there 
must be deliberate inconsistency or 
falsehood. The artist must always say the 
truth, express the truth and stand by the 
truth especially the graphic artist. This is 
so because, a lot depends on his 
uprightness to be able to deliver non 
deceptive information to prospective 
clients and the viewing public. 
 
Fairness:  This is related to the above. 
However, the notion of fairness is a 
development over the notion of 
correctness, which was upheld before the 
1948 Company Act. What this implies is 
the toleration of some modicum of 
subjective assessment on the part of the 
graphic designer in dealing with his client. 
In other words, the graphic artist must be 
as objective as possible in his creative 
presentation. 
 
Professional Independence: Related to 
the above also, is the fact that the graphic 
artist must be free from extraneous 
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influences that could hinder his progress or 
impaired on his creativity by non 
professionals. He must abstain from 
belittling his creative abilities for paltry 
sum. 
 
Strict Confidentiality: Although this has 
been discussed among the general public 
service ethics, nevertheless, it is utmost 
important here to single it out for 
discussion again. Naturally, art belong to 
the inborn impulse of natural tendency or 
ability of a man to control his or her 
instinct, sacredness of privileged 
information that may arise in the course of 
once discharging his or her duty should not 
be compromised. 
 
Ethical Violation, Consequences and 
Sanctions 
 This can only be possible if the 
present Society of Nigeria Artist, live up to 
emerging challenges and ethical code of 
conduct for members, and a mechanism 
that will enforce flagrant violation of 
ethical codes of graphic practitioners in 
Nigeria. If well articulated, the sanction for 
offender can include withdrawal of the 
professional certificate to dismembership 
from the professional body. Furthermore, 
lighter disciplinary actions could be taken 
such as reprimand or summoning to 
answer a petition by a higher body of 
trustee within the body. The consequences 
of this will be, in extreme cases of 
withdrawal of professional certificate for 
example, the source of livelihood is curtail 
or lost completely. The sanctions could 
also lead to social stigmatization and 
estrangement from the social milieu of 

professionals. This, in other hand, could 
eventually lead to the truncation of 
psychological and social comportment of 
the affected individual. For these 
intimidating consequences, members will 
carefully and jealously guard their 
profession and the ethics thereof. 
 
Recommendations 
 Given the general findings, views 
and conclusion from the study, the 
following recommendations are proffered: 
1. The Society of Nigeria Artist or 

any other institutional structure 
should be put in place to redefine 
the significance of graphic artist to 
the society. 

2. The measures so proffer should 
include packaging it to the 
National Assembly as a bill for 
possible passage into law. 

3. Since greater percentage works 
serve commercial purposes both 
autography and computer aided, a 
state of art graphic institution 
should be put in place to retrain 
fresh graduate for greater 
efficiency. 

4. All higher institutions in Nigeria 
offering graphics should partner 
with cooperate organizations to 
update their studios and other 
studying environment. 

 
Conclusion 
 It has become conspicuously 
evident that no professional bodies that has 
not encountered problems including 
infiltration of quacks. A well focused 
professional graphic body cannot be 
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different. In addition, the study noted that 
non existence of internal mechanisms 
occasioned by lack of courage by 
members, has contributed immensely to 
the present level of the profession as a 
body. It has also noted that the umbrella 
body of all artist, the Society of Nigeria 
Artist should wake from its slumber and 
metamorphose into regulatory body like its 
counterparts in aw, Medicine, Accounting, 
Engineering etc. 
 Finally, the study has also 
suggested possible ways out of the sorry 
state of the profession by looking at ethical 
code of conduct that is enforceable, with a 
possible legislative backing, to give art 
generally and graphics particular a pride of 
place in the comity of professional bodies. 
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